Archaeology & History in Your Backyard
History of Stanley 

Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Backyard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own backyard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate, and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

Our show today will focus on History of Stanley.
This program was written by Dixie Boyle and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.
One of the earliest settlers in what would become Stanley was Harry Kinsell, who had been sheriff of Santa Fe County in the early 1900s. He had owned a large store at Cerrillos where his sons, Ralph and Clay were born. He filed east of Stanley in 1905 and his family moved to their claim in 1906. 

Ben Barros and his wife, both of whom were born in Galisteo, also moved to Stanley in 1905 when their home was built. Many school teachers boarded with Mrs. Barros. The family of A.M. Shockey arrived in Moriarty in 1906. During the month of April in 1906, the Santa Fe New Mexican was full of stories about new settlers arriving in the country. The original town site of Stanley was made up of forty acres. W.C. Asher was a major promoter for the new community. 

When the first settlers arrived in Stanley, they had to travel into Moriarty for their mail. Eventually, the Stanley Post Office was established with Henry Tarr as the first postmaster. The New Mexico Central Railroad had a siding known as Stanley, named for an official and engineer of the railroad. The growing village took the name of the siding and soon became known as Stanley.

Mr. Olmstead was an early agent of the railroad. His salary was $65.00 a month, but as part of the job he was required to pump water at Well No. 525 a few miles south of Stanley. The station agent had to make sure the tank was never empty. Mr. Olmstead helped with his fast approach to the well by putting sails on his railroad hand car. 
Soon homesteaders began making Stanley their destination and the town grew. The Ferguson family moved to Stanley by rail from California in the spring of 1908 bringing two mules and their household goods. Mr. Ferguson had left Missouri a few years earlier because of his health. Mrs. Ferguson would become a beloved teacher in several of the country schools surrounding Stanley and Moriarty. Mr. John Simmons came from Iowa in 1908. 

Sam and Sarah Wren moved to Stanley from White Lakes, Oklahoma in 1907 a trip that took the family 20 days to travel with two wagons. They cut and hauled logs to build their home. Sam Wren was the first postmaster at Rencona and later moved to Stanley where he worked for various merchants before going into business for himself. During the dry years, many men found employment in the San Pedro and Carnahan mines. 

The first school building in Stanley was constructed a little to the north of the Barros house, facing the east, and later expanded to two rooms. It would later be converted to include four downstairs rooms and two upstairs. The first Sunday school was organized by D.L. Grace and Clyde Morgan and meetings were held in the schoolhouse. 

A constant stream of settlers arrived in Stanley in 1907 and 1908. One group of 10 families came from Southwest Missouri in early 1908. Clyde Van Scoyk and 13 other men from Illinois arrived in 1908. Most filed on claims, built a house and then returned for their families. 

Charles Landon, an Ohio Civil War veteran, and his wife and son, Joe, also came in 1908 after living in Texas and Arkansas. Joe spent some time in Texas and returned with his wife and young daughter in 1920. The Landon’s would later become popular and respected merchants.

One of more well-known and somewhat famous families settling in Stanley was of course the King family. The King brothers—Sam, Bruce and Don, settled in the Stanley area in 1918 and during the early years operated a large cattle feeding business and a butane business covering a large part of the valley. The King Ranch provided employment for at least twelve men and a place for their families to live. Bruce King would later become New Mexico’s Governor.
In conclusion, Mrs. Harry Kinsell wrote an account of life in Stanley for the local woman’s club in 1925. It gives an interesting peek at the past. 

She wrote, “There were a great many home-seekers coming into Estancia and Moriarty and every third Tuesday of each month was home seekers excursion and would bring the emigrant cars.
In March I went to Santa Fe to spend several days. When I returned, there were several tents and the little shack that was built for the section men, minus doors, windows or a floor, was occupied by the Tarr and Douglas’ families. At the location of the Stanley town site these families erected a hotel and other businesses and soon Stanley was on its way.

In 1908, Stanley began to boom. The park building was erected for a store and post office and sold to E.Y. Park. Henry Tarr built two rooms for a meat market and sold to a man named Stephens, who built the new State Hotel. 

Some of the businesses once making up the settlement of Stanley were: the Mason & Brumley Groceries, the Marshall Dry Goods & Grocery, several meat markets, grain firms and real estate offices soon appeared on the isolated plain as well.

At one time Stanley claimed a telephone exchange with several rural lines. A thriving newspaper named the Stanley Index was edited by Wilbur Castile who published a weekly newspaper for several years. 

The Union Sunday School was organized in the summer of 1907 with W.J. Morgan as superintendent. Before construction of the school was completed, classes met in store rooms and real estate offices. The school was later used for meetings, dances and other activities. 
Little of the original Stanley exists today but the descendants of those who lived there still remember the small community they once called home. 

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Backyard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

You can listen to Archaeology and History in Your Backyard Tuesday at 7 PM, Thursday at 12:15 PM and Saturday at 4 PM. Thanks for listening! 

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later! 
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