Archaeology & History in Your Backyard
History of Punta de Agua

Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Backyard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own backyard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate, and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

Our show today will focus on the history of Punta de Agua.

This program was written by Jose Alderete and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.

Jose Alderete wrote the following about Punta de Agua his hometown. He stated, “These are my recollections from about 1940 to 1951 of the village of Punta de Agua, which is located near the towns of Estancia, Mountainair and Manzano. Most of the people in Punta, as it was called, were related either by blood or marriage. If by chance you were not related, you were still compadres. The many children my age were born between about 1931 and 1937. 

Our two-room schoolhouse, which housed pre-primer to the eighth grade, never had electricity or plumbing; it burned down about the time electricity and indoor plumbing were installed there. There were nine teachers in the school during this period. 
Trividad Maes was the first teacher to bring sports to the Punta School. He installed two basketball goals, and we started playing against the small schools from the neighboring villages—Manzano, Ewing, Torreon and Tajique. We would have games on Friday. When Mr. Barela came to teach at Punta, he would allow games two times a week. He had a pickup truck and would pile us all in the truck and transport us to the other villages for our games.

Although we had a lot of snow in the winter and rain in the summer, water was scarce. To keep the drinking water from the spring clean and running, the village people would get together and clean the acequia. From there is served as irrigation water for all the gardens and orchards. There were apple orchards, cherry trees and black walnut trees. We would break the walnuts with rocks and pick the meat out of the shell with a wire. 

In our home we did not have piped water until 1951. I never got to enjoy these luxuries when they finally came, as I left home about that time. 

In the late 1930s and early 40s my grandpa Eduardo Guiterrez had the only radio in Punta. Later, a man named Ballejos had a radio; he placed it in the window and we could hear Western music from Clint, Texas and Spanish music from KGGM in Albuquerque. In order to get reception for the radio, two telephone poles had to be placed about 15 feet apart and a wire run from one pole to the other. It wasn’t just a matter of plugging in the radio and turning it on.
The first store I remember was Calistro’s. There was Tabet’s Store, which later became the Sosteno Torrez store, the Roybals had a store out of their home for awhile; later they bought the Calistro house and store. It had a store, dance hall, and for a while, a pool hall. Alberto Sanchez also had a store until he went away to the army. They then sold it to Franque Vasquez.

There were three dancehalls in Punta and they were used often. Every time there was going to be a dance people from the village would go out in a wagon and play a guitar or an accordion to advertise the dance. A few years later, they went out in a car or truck to do this, but at that time there weren’t too many cars or trucks—one or two maybe. All of Punta and the surrounding village people would come to the dance. 

In those days nobody in Punta had indoor plumbing. We all had outhouses. Halloween was a favorite time for the kids in the village. As soon as it got dark, we all went around knocking down the outhouses. This was the most mischief we got into while growing up. We would steal a watermelon or apples from the orchard, but we ate them all and never threw any food away.
When the snow came out, we would always make our own ice cream with snow, milk and a little sugar, if we had any. Sugar was limited during WWII. We just had to make sure not to use yellow snow. We didn’t have many sweets at home so when our parents were gone we would search for the sugar. 

In the winter we would clear the snow around the basketball court and play or cleared a small area to play marbles. We had a few guys that were really good at it and they would beat you out of your marbles. Among them were Melcor and Manuel Quintana and Jose and Maria Torrez. The most dangerous thing we did was play cowboys and roll down a cliff or fall from a tree. 

At Christmas time we did not get many gifts, but in school we exchanged gifts which were usually a pencil and tablet with a picture of a movie star or maybe a bottle of hair oil. The girls would get the same except maybe a hair pin or some kind of ribbon for their hair. On Christmas morning the kids would get a paper sack and go from house to house and ask for candy. It was like a modern trick or treat today.

On New Year’s morning the older folks would go from house to house where they sang and drank and asked the men of the village to go with them. Then they moved to another house until they had covered the whole village. Some of the families would give them coffee and sweets to sober some of the men up. By late morning everybody headed home to their families.

During the time I lived there, there was only one phone in Punta. It was a lot like Mayberry and the Andy Griffin show but it was a crank phone and had to go through the operator. 

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Backyard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

You can listen to Archaeology and History in Your Backyard Tuesday at 7 PM, Thursday at 12:15 PM and Saturday at 4 PM. Thanks for listening!

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later!
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