Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard
History of Encino Conclusion

Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own back yard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate, and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

Our show today will present the conclusion to the History of Encino.

This program was written by Dixie Boyle and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.

Another pioneer who made Encino history was Victor Perez. He immigrated to the United States from Spain in 1904 when he was fifteen years old. After landing in New York Harbor, he traveled by train to Lamy near Santa Fe and then on by wagon to Vaughn and Encino where a Basque community had developed. Many of the same families from Spain settled along the railroad tracks as the town of Encino was founded.

Perez would become one of the pioneer ranchers in the area and his family contributed much to the settlement and early development of Encino. His son Ernest Perez served as the President of the Encino School Board for thirty-five years and was a member of the New Mexico Cattle Growers Association and the National Sheep Industry Association.

Victor Perez settled on land between Encino and Clines Corners. Perez’ original ranch would eventually be divided three ways among his children and his descendants continue operating the ranch today.
Another interesting newspaper article dated May 2, 1965 from the Albuquerque Journal gives an insight into Encino’s athletic program. Title of article: Wife Replaces Dead Hubby. 

The small type at the bottom of the Bean Valley Invitational track meet noted Encino’s seven points. The score would mean little to the casual sports fan but it’s something else again to those who know the story.

Encino High School hired Amado Ortega as its basketball coach three years ago. The school didn’t have money for track equipment so it never had a track team. But Ortega borrowed some old track shoes from Albuquerque’s Menaul coach Dave Tomlinson. Encino then had a track team. 

Ortega, the only coach at Encino, was killed two weeks ago in a traffic accident. While most persons thought the track season would be forgotten, there was one teacher at Encino who decided Ortega’s two years of work shouldn’t end so abruptly—his wife Edwina.

She kept the boys working after school hours and then boarded a bus Saturday and brought the team to Albuquerque for the Bean Valley Invitational. She had her two children with her. She’s now pointing her team toward the district tournament.

It’s always hard for a community when they lose their school. There had been talk of in newspaper articles of closing the school since the late 1960s, but the high school would close at the end of the 1981-82 school year although the town fought hard to keep the school. 

An article in the Albuquerque Journal dated April 25, 1982 tells of how the students felt about having to graduate somewhere else. 

Headline of article read: 51st Class to be Encino School’s Last.

The high school student body is comprised of five seniors, two juniors, seven sophomores and three freshmen. Encino’s final graduating class is comprised of three females and two males.

Lucy Martinez, 17, will be the ninth in her family to graduate from Encino High School. She said, “I think they should keep the school open for the rest of the kids. They want to graduate here. They don’t want to go to another school.”

Maria Ramos, 21 is a newcomer to the Encino district. Her family moved to the Torrance County community almost two years ago and although she will graduated in her adopted town her younger sister, an 8th grader, won’t.

Miss Ramos said, “We moved here from Oregon. I left school in 1977 as a junior. I wanted to go back to school later, but they wouldn’t let me because I was too old. They wanted me to take the GED test for my diploma. But when we moved here they needed students and they let me go back to school. It’s a small school and they took me in. I feel very bad about the school closing. I like the school and the people here.”

Joseph Archuleta, 17, is the only senior who plans to go to college. He said, “I think the school should remain open. It’s a small school, but I think we get a good education. It’s doing just as well as other schools and if it’s doing as well it should remain open.”

In addition to losing the entire high school, the Encino district will also lose four teachers and since the action does not constitute a consolidation, the Vaughn School District will not be authorized nor will it be given money to hire the certified personnel leaving Encino. 

Two Encino faculty members who will probably feel the loss of the high school more than the other teachers are Tom and Fanny Montoya, a brother and sister team. They not only graduated from Encino High School, they went on to teach at their alma mater. Montoya is in his 27th year and Miss Montoya has taught 23 years.

Their mother, Mrs. Lucia Montoya, was one of three to graduate from Encino High School’s first graduation class in 1931. One of Montoya’s daughters, Elaine, a freshman at the University of New Mexico, graduated last year from Encino—50 years after her grandmother.

Tom Montoya said, “We have a bunch of good kids. They are very clannish and stick together. There are no locks on the lockers. If someone misplaces something, it’ll turn up and be returned to the owner. We don’t have any discipline problems. We are very informal, but the kids will do anything you ask them to do. If there are problems, most of the time you don’t even have to call the parents in. You’ll run into them at the post office. 

“When it’s all said and done, Tom Montoya still expressed a degree of optimism, “It’s not a consolidation. It’s a year to year agreement. If we ever get about 30 in grades 9 to 12, the option is open.”

Unfortunately, Encino’s school was never able to re-open and two years later the elementary school would close as well. The town has continued its downward decline since, although the Firehouse Restaurant is now in business and serves a good meal if passing through. 

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

You can listen to Archaeology and History in Your Own Back Yard Tuesday at 7 PM and Saturday at 4 PM. Thanks for listening!

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later!
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