Archaeology & History in Your Back Yard
The History of springs in Torrance County with an 

Emphasis on Antelope Springs near
McIntosh 
Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience, with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own backyard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas here in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate, and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

Our show today will focus on the history of early springs in Torrance County with emphasis on Antelope Springs, a community between McIntosh and Estancia that was once a railroad stop.

This program was written by Dixie Boyle and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.

Shortly after the turn of the 20th Century, the climate in the Estancia Valley was a lot wetter than today. There were numerous springs and watering places located throughout the county where settlers either built their homestead or took their livestock for watering as well as for their household needs.
Many frontier towns like Encino were established near a spring. Before 1900, those traveling New Mexico’s eastern plains often stopped at a spring near present-day Encino where a fortress-like structure was built for those needing accommodations. During New Mexico’s territorial days, there were few camping spots with a reliable water source between Roswell, Santa Fe and Las Vegas the main towns of commerce on New Mexico’s east side.

Fourth of July Spring in the Manzano Mountains is another spring where early settlers picnicked in the early years. A.B. McKinley gave the area its name because of the maples that changed colors in the fall. He thought the trees looked like the Fourth of July with all the brilliant colors lighting up the area.

Another perennial spring is found at the site of Quarai now part of Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument. The spring provides water for the multitude of cottonwood trees and chokecherry bushes found at the site and only went dry once when the Pueblo Indians living at the site had to abandon due to thirty years of drought. 
Springs and lakes in the area have always been important to the settlement of New Mexico due to its arid climate and times of drought. In New Mexico’s early years the first Spanish settlers made their homes along the Rio Grande River where there was enough water to provide for their large fields and families. 

Most Torrance County residents have never heard of Antelope Springs, but long before the settlement of the area it was known as a resting spot for caravans and people moving between Mexico City and Santa Fe. The location received its name because of the vast antelope herds that once watered at its location.  It was located between McIntosh and Estancia. 
The Santa Fe Central Railroad Company built a watering spot of course at the location but also built a large house or resort as a summer home for the employees and their families. 

The Torrance County History Book gives a description of the summer home, “A large hall extended the full length of the house and was used for dining and occasionally for dancing. It was beautifully furnished complete with crystal chandelier and paintings. Exquisitely furnished bedrooms were on the north side of the hall. 

On the south side of the house, the last room to the west was a jail, used to incarcerate unruly or drunken intruders. Just in front of the jail was a well equipped kitchen. The remainder of the south side contained more bedrooms. Around the building was a huge covered porch and it was surrounded by trees and a beautiful lawn. Antelope had a post office from 1891 to 1895. “

During the summer months when the lodge was in use, a sermon was often presented by a traveling preacher and the community was invited to attend. The preacher stood on the porch and presented his sermon to an audience sitting on the lawn under the shade of the cottonwood trees.

According to the Torrance County History Book old-timers could still remember when there were several buildings making up the site. These buildings held supplies for repairs, groceries, feed and salt for those who stopped by to replenish their stocks. 
The old merchandise which had been the life blood of road-weary travelers still filled these buildings. The old corrals were still in good condition. There were dozens of old stage coaches in one building, another was filled with hundred pound sacks of salt and other buildings contained feed for animals, neck yokes for hoses and oxen, single trees, double trees, coupling poles, wagon wheels and all kinds of harnesses, saddles, bridles and spurs. Near the house was a large lake which was spring-fed until the drought came in the 1930s and the irrigation that developed in the 1940s. 

On a hill behind the house, perhaps a quarter of a mile away, were a number of unmarked graves of those who had been unable to endure the rigors of the long, slow journey or had died from illnesses contracted on the way. These graves had been piled high with large rocks to keep coyotes and other predators from disturbing them. 

In 1909, Lelia Langham was teaching at the Antelope Schools which was located on what is now the northwest corner of the Leonard Howell place. (This was in 1979 when written).

The Robert McAfee family settled at Antelope Springs and later moved off when the Whitney’s purchased the land from the Sandoval heirs. A cash settlement was made with Mr. McAfee for his buildings and cattle.

The last family to occupy the old ranch house was the Jack Tracy family. It burned down in the early 1930s and only part of the adobe walls were left. Later, the Neal Jenson family built another house near the site of the original building. It was constructed of cinder block and lumber from the old CCC Camp which was located south of Manzano. 
According to the Torrance County History book, the old springs have dried up since the area was sub-divided although there are still irrigated farms in the area. Water and the control of it has always been an important part of New Mexico’s history. 

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

You can listen to Archaeology and History in Your Own Back Yard Monday at 1 PM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday at 10 AM and Saturday at 4 PM. Thanks for listening!

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later!
2

