Archaeology & History in Your Back Yard
Stories from the Torrance County History Book

Alberto Baca & Romulo Barela

Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own back yard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate, and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

For the next three episodes our shows will focus on pioneer stories from the Torrance County History Book published in 1979 by the Torrance County Historical Society. The first story will relate a story published by the Alberto Baca family and another by the Romulo Barela family.

This program was written by Dixie Boyle and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.

Dulcinia Baca writes about her family that would eventually settle in the Willard area. 
Two hundred and eleven years ago in 1767, one of the first Spaniards by the name of Ignacio Baca settled with his family in the vicinity of Tome, New Mexico and in a few years developed his land holdings into a good sized hacienda.

When the Comanche were not trading, they raided the smaller communities where no garrisons were stationed and Tome with its small population was vulnerable to these attacks. 

One day the Comanche made a sudden appearance in the Village of Tome and as the Chief rode into the Plaza, he was attracted by Don Ignacio Baca’s little daughter playing in front of the church. He immediately proposed to the Spanish settler that when the girl grew up she should be married to his son. 
Don Ignacio wanting peaceful relations with the dangerous Chief agreed to the bargain, thinking that by the time little Maria grew up the Indian Chief would have forgotten the affair.

According to one of the many variants of the legend, the Comanche visited the household of Don Ignacio each year and brought beans, horses and cattle which they had probably stolen from other ranches to the west. The hacienda prospered and eventually Maria Baca grew into a very attractive young girl. 

The day of the reckoning came however when the Comanche Chief called at the home of Don Ignacio accompanied by his son in full tribal dress, ready to claim the bride he had been promised when he was a boy.

The Spaniard who at one time had thought he was satisfying an Indian’s passing fancy realized the seriousness of the original proposal but having no intention of letting his daughter become the bride of the Comanche’s son. He hid Maria for several days and with a heavy heart informed the old Chief that his daughter had died that year.

The disappointed father and son satisfied with Don Ignacio’s explanation, left the hacienda and returned to the plains. Some say that a neighboring Isleta Indian told the Comanche that the story about Maria’s death was a hoax designed to keep the girl from marrying the Chief’s son.

When they learned this, the Comanche returned to Tome and wiped out the settlement after a bloody battle. Only Maria was spared so the story goes. She was hidden under the altar of the church that Don Ignacio had built. She was later taken to Isleta Pueblo.

Maria’s mother was taken by the Comanche but was rescued and a month later gave birth to a son, Diego Baca, the great-great-grandfather of Alberto Baca who at the time of this writing was living in Willard.

Another intriguing story written by Isabella Chavez y Barela tells of her grandmother’s wedding to Romulo Barela. She wrote, “Wagons were usually the mode of travel. On our way to Manzano to get married we were caught in a rainstorm. We were traveling in a covered wagon and it started leaking badly. Romulo and our Padrinos had to get under a canvas to keep from getting wet. I was especially concerned about my new white dress—the first fancy one I had owned since my first Holy Communion.”
Those days one could hardly afford a store dress. My Madrina had made mine. I still remember how beautiful that dress was—white silk with ruffles from the waist down, I felt so proud. I didn’t even stop to think how awful it must have looked after the rain.

We returned to Tajique that afternoon and were met by the wedding party accompanied by peppy music by Romulo’s brothers who were very popular musicians. We danced until dawn the next day.

Romulo and I spent our married life at our farm three miles west of Tajique where our large family was raised, making a home also for orphaned brothers. We both worked hard caring for a small herd of cows, pigs and chickens. We raised farm produce for home use and for bartering for items we needed. When I learned to sew, ripping some of the children’s clothing to use as patterns. Romulo bought me my first sewing machine. I soon began sewing all of my family’s clothing.

I was always working on the farm, hauling water for domestic use, helping on the farm, cooking for farmhands and enjoyed the many dances and fiestas in the nearby villages. Romulo played the accordion and violin with his brothers at most of the events and fiestas in the area.

Aside from farming, Romulo sold wood in Estancia and Mountainair. He drove a school bus for fifteen years beginning in 1930, when he transported children into the Tajique School in a covered wagon. He was on the local school board of Directors for many years. He was known country-wide as a politician and frequently made the headlines. He worked at the county courthouse on short assignments and was a special law officer upon recreational occasions in the mountain villages.

Stay tuned for more stories from the Torrance County History Book in the upcoming weeks.

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

You can listen to Archaeology and History in Your Own Back Yard Monday at 1 PM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday at 10 AM and Saturday at 4 PM. Thanks for listening!

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later!
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