Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard
The Alamo Navajo Indian Tribe

Hello Everyone! This is Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard and my name is Dixie. X 88.7 FM and the Torrance County Archaeological Society are pleased to bring you a series of programs designed to acquaint you, our listening audience with little known people, places and events that took place in the past, right here in your own back yard. For the most part, we will be covering interesting facts, stories and legends about the past, and people that lived right here in the Estancia Valley and surrounding areas in central New Mexico. Our goal is to inform, educate and possibly enlist your help in preserving and protecting our past.

Our show today will focus on the Alamo Navajo Indian tribe.

This program was written by Dixie Boyle and produced by Bill Simms. Thank you for joining us today.

The Alamo Navajo Indian Reservation is located north of Magdalena and is the smallest in the state. The reservation is made up of members of both the Navajo and Mescalero Apache tribes. Scouts working for Kit Carson during the Indian Removal Campaign to Bosque Redondo in the 1860s and their families were placed on a smaller reservation away from those sent to Bosque Redondo at Fort Sumner. Over the past century, the two tribes have integrated and are now known as the Alamo Navajo tribe.
The land making up the Alamo Reservation includes an area close to one hundred miles and in the last census had two thousand residents. The reservation is also adjacent to the Acoma Indian Reservation to the north, the Cibola National Forest to the west and east plus ranch land and open space between the reservation and Magdalena. The land making up the reservation is four-tenths of one percent of the total area of the Navajo Nation.

The Navajo tribe is the largest in the United States and has the biggest reservation in the country. The Navajo and Apache probably arrived in the Southwest between 1200 and 1300. They were a nomadic tribe living by raiding and hunting. Although the Navajo took Mexican children and woman as captives, the group as a whole co-existed peacefully with the first Americans to settle on their homeland.

With the establishment of Fort Defiance and Fort Wingate in the 1850s near present-day Gallup, the relationship between the Navajo and Americans began to deteriorate. In September of 1861 conditions became even worse when thirty Navajo were massacred on orders of Colonel Manuel Chaves the commander of Fort Wingate because the soldiers and Navajo disagreed over the outcome of a horse race.

General James Carleton wrote a plan to remove the Navajo and Mescalero Apache tribes to a reservation on the Pecos River and Fort Sumner was soon erected. The reservation selected for the two tribes was forty square acres. Many tried halting the creation of the reservation because of its poor water and lack of firewood. But Carleton was determined to try his experiment and the government went ahead with the newly organized reservation.

Four hundred Mescalero Apache were first moved to the site, and then nearly nine thousand Navajo were forced to walk over three hundred miles to Bosque Redondo. This tragic time in their history is known as the Long Walk. Many died en route and hundreds more died while they were incarcerated on the reservation. They were not allowed to leave the reservation for hunting purposes, and when their crops failed many of them starved to death.
By 1865 everyone agreed the reservation system had been a mistake and the Mescalero slipped away back to the area surrounding Sierra Blanca in the Sacramento Mountains. The Navajo would endure the reservation for another three years until 1868 when they were allowed to return to their homeland, although the area they had first inhabited was drastically reduced in size.

The Navajo and Mescalero Apache were luckier than most of the tribes that would follow them onto reservations. They were both allowed to return to their homeland. The U.S. Government issued rations and sheep herds to the Navajo. They were able to prosper through their flocks of sheep and produced wool, wonderful rugs and jewelry.

Ray Morley, a pioneer in the small, village of Datil to the north, put the town on the map when he opened the popular Navajo Lodge. When the Morley family first settled the area they build an impressive, log home near Datil consisting of two stories, ten rooms with carpeting installed and the inside whitewashed and hung with paintings and family portraits.

In the 1920s when the house fell into disuse, Ray Morely had it taken apart and moved piece by piece to Datil where it was reassembled and renamed the Navajo Lodge and catered to tourists on the coast to coast or ocean to ocean highway now known as Highway 60. 

Morley would be one of the first to realize the appeal of Navajo rugs and jewelry to tourists passing through the country during these years. He hired Navajo families to live and work at the site, as most Americans were curious about the Native Americans. The tourists were able to watch Navajo women weave blankets they could later purchase.

Morley had a good relationship with the Navajo and often hired them to work on his vast sheep and cattle ranches. He ran one of the largest and most extensive cattle and sheep operations in the state. Some sources say he leased another six hundred and forty acres from the U.S. Forest Service. He soon discovered the Navajo were good at keeping track of his herds and as ranch hands stationed on his different ranch sites. The Navajo continue to speak highly of Morley even today.  

Alamo is part of the Navajo Nation and is governed much like counties within the state of New Mexico. Elected officials from Alamo make government decisions affecting the tribe. Alamo is not quite as isolated as it was at one time and now has a health clinic, emergency medical services, a senior citizens’ center and courthouse.

The town recently acquired a mini-mart and the community’s first gas station. The Alamo Reservation is made up of sixty three thousand acres of land and over two thousand residents. Yet, due to the isolation of the small community the people have retained many of their customs and the use of the Navajo language.

This has been Archaeology and History in Your Back Yard, a series that will take you through our area’s history in future episodes.

The Torrance County Archaeological Society meets at 7 PM the first Tuesday of every month from March through November. We meet at the East Torrance Soil and Water Education Building at 700 S. 10th Street in Estancia. Please come and join us.

You can listen to Archaeology and History in Your Own Back Yard Monday at 1 PM, Tuesday at 7 PM, Friday at 10 AM and Saturday at 4 PM. Thanks for listening!

KXNM Archives are all locally produced as MP3 Audio Files. So, you can listen to all of the Archaeology and History shows whenever you choose. Just visit our web site at KXNM.org. Talk to you later!
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